Tissue factor gene expression in acute myeloblastic leukemia.
We have studied tissue factor gene expression in the leukocytes of 22 patients with acute myeloblastic leukemia (AML). Total RNA from peripheral blood or bone marrow cells depleted of monocytes was analyzed by Northern blot analysis using a 32P-labeled tissue factor cDNA probe. Cells from 10 cases expressed tissue factor mRNA and positive cases were distributed among the myeloblastic, myelomonocytic, and monocytic subtypes of AML. Tissue factor transcripts were not detected in cells derived from normal bone marrow. The expression of this gene product on the surface of leukemic cells could contribute to the excessive thrombin generation that has been observed in some individuals with this disorder.